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New this week:  Sherry Hershberger, Dick Lovell, Jan Swartz, Cliff and Donita O’Donnell, Covenant members; 
Dwight Werle, uncle of Bailey Green; Catherine Johnson, aunt of Nan Schaefer.  
 
Covenant members: Larry Larsen; Susan Wood; Paula Swansonrasanen; Margaret Hickman. 
 
Covenant friends & extended family: Mike Lee, brother-in-law of Chris Turner and Charlie Berthoud; Cori Olson, 
friend of Karen Julian; Roxy Riessen, mother of Carrie Riessen; Gene Swanson, Paula Swansonrasanen's father; Rick 
Bartz; Robert Hill, father of Melissa Hardy; Roy and Stephanie Elkins, friends of Lorie and John Raihala; Lynda 
Southwick, spouse of Lloyd Southwick; Alice Kirby, daughter- in- law of Peter and Jane Kolakowski; Eunice Bartz, 
mother of Rick Bartz. 
   
Covenant family & friends mourning the death of: Steve McQuin, business partner of Jason Potter; Carol Carper, 
sister-in-law of Jan Swartz; Kim Whitted, cousin of Brend Moten; Dora Ngo-Nguidjol, sister of Emilie Songolo. 
  
Your continuing prayers are appreciated for: Fern Lawrence; Dennis Eft, brother of Lori Voss; Carolyn Van Dyke, 
cousin of Pastor Charlie; Robert N. Mayer, friend of Marcy Carlson & Tim Smeeding; Nella Sessa, mother of Lina 
Pudelwitts; Noel Pearson; Joann Pivotto; Lee Narans; Cindy Blewett; Stephen Resan; Marion Peterson; Helen Madsen;  
Jack & Joannie Carter; Jan &Tom Schuster; Sandi Thompson-Royer, Covenant friend; Troy Griswold, nephew of Lori 
Voss;  Mark Middleton; Sally Nesser; Bill Wood; Brenda Moten;  John Wedberg; Nancy McCulley; Larry & Barb Larsen;  
Russ & Evelyn McMillan; Virgil Landry; Joseph Hack;  Eve Casta; Dick & Jan Schaefer, family of Bob & Nan Schaefer; 
Tim Wade, father of Janna Doney; Jorge Asencion, Covenant friend; Gary Van Ess & John Van Ess, brothers of Vicki 
Alexander.   
  
World Mission: People of Guatemala and congregations of Monte Hebron Presbyterian Church in Santo Domingo and 
Monte Horeb Presbyterian Church in Coyolate. Jed and Jenny Koball PC(USA) in Peru; Medical Benevolence 
Foundation in Haiti; Eric Miller in Kenya.   
 
Our elected leaders:  President Trump, Rep. Pocan, Sen. Johnson, Sen. Baldwin, Gov. Evers, and Mayor Rhodes-
Conway.  

 
 

Birthdays  
Judy Von Bergen (01/11); Chris Bugg, Peter Kolakowski, Tracy Reuter (01/13); Thomas Farrar, Marie Crist, Wyn 
Salmonowicz (01/14); Barb Larsen, Alice Bocanegra (01/15); Emma Elsdon, Jim Kennedy, Jane Pearson, Grady 

Rasmussen (01/16); Jenniffer Price-Lehmann, Carol Ruhly (01/17). 
 
 

 

Names will ordinarily stay on the prayer list for five weeks.  If you would like to remain on the list longer, please contact the church office at 608-233-6297, 
Pastor Charlie Berthoud, Pastor Megan Berry, Pastor Jess Scholten, or Melissa Hinz, Minister of Music and Pastoral Care. 

You may also email us at info@covenantmadison.org.  
 

 
 
 
 



A Prayer for Walking into A New Year 

by Presbyterian Pastor Karen Rohrer in the Presbyterian Outlook 
https://pres-outlook.org/2024/12/a-prayer-for-2025/  

 
Holy God, 
 
As we look out on the horizons of a new year, it is hard to see your promise with fresh eyes. The 
memories we carry in our bodies, the patterns we know from the lives we have lived, and the 
stories we have told cloud our vision. We are weighed down by the fears of all the years, the old 
fables, the generational wounds, the trusty and cautious hopes that got us through this far. 
 
But God, you are not the slowly bending arc of history. You are not the past warmed up to meet 
us yet again in infinite and gently looping cycles. You are not likelihood and probability, plausible 
outcomes and logical conclusions. You do not come to us in the slow march of progress or the 
incremental degradation of structures and institutions. 
 
Your story is the deeper magic from before the drums of history, before our forming stories and 
earthen bodies set us here to walk this particular, human road — and yet you walk with us even 
here in this in-between space. 
 
As we look to a new year, we ask that you dispel the ghosts we conjure and fear. Meet us again 
with genuine newness. We are so tired of what has been, so afraid of what may come again. Stay 
with us as we wait for what will be. 
 
Spirit of new life, give us eyes to see what feels implausible. Grant us the hope and the diligence 
to follow the seeds of revolution and revelation already planted. Point us again to the surprise 
and delight of nature and neighbor. Reintroduce us to the people you have made and the 
communities to which you have called us. Grant us the presence and good sense to look up and 
out, to seek eyes that might meet our own and sun to touch our skin. Remind us that the past we 
drag with us does not govern your future, that the future you bring is broader and wider and newer 
than all we have ever known. 
 
As we look out on the horizon of a new year, give us the courage and trust to see you even there. 
Join us as we walk into your new morning. Amen. 
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