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GATHERING Toccata from “Toccata, Adagio and Fugue in C” by J. S. Bach

Doug McNeel, Organist
WELCOME Pastor Charlie Berthoud
HYMN #459 “O Word of God, Incarnate”
CONFESSION, GOOD NEWS, & PEACE
Prayer of Confession
Good News of the Gospel
Hymn of Praise #71 “Surely, It is God Who Saves Me” (refrain, v1, refrain)

Passing of the Peace
Please greet one another, sharing the peace of Christ. Also, please sign and pass the black
friendship pad found in the pew rack.

CHILDREN'’S TIME - Blessing of the Backpacks Pastor Megan Berry
All children are invited to join us on the front area near the chancel steps. After Children’s Time, children
3 years old through 1t grade are invited to attend Kaleidoscope Kids in C208. See page 6 for more info.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD Brenda Moten
Scripture: Jeremiah 39:17-18; 1Peter 1:24-25
Sermon: “They Called it Political”

HYMN #815 “Give to the Winds Thy Fears”



OFFERING OUR LIVES & GIFTS TO GOD

Offerings can be put in the lectern as you exit the Sanctuary. You can also give online, by contacting the
office, or by scanning the QR code on the back cover.

Special Music "My Jesus, I Love Thee" arr David Schwoebel
Melissa Hinz, vocalist

JOYS, CONCERNS, & PRAYERS

HYMN #39 Great Is Thy Faithfulness (vs 1,3)
BLESSING
POSTLUDE “Grand Choeur” by Alexandre Guilmant

Today’s preacher Brenda Monroe Moten is an ordained Elder, Bible teacher, and
Christian writer with a lifetime of ministry experience. She holds certificates in
Biblical Studies, Congregational Leadership and Bible and Ministry from Moody
Bible Institute and University of Dubuque Theological Seminary and has served as
an Engle’s Fellow of Princeton Theological Seminary.

Brenda, along with the preachers from the past two Sundays, Melissa Schmidt and
Marilyn Krichko, have been active participants in Madison Learning Community,
an initiative of University of Dubuque Theological Seminary offering seminary-
level courses to Madison-area pastors, church leaders, and others eager to deepen
ministry skills in a diverse Christian community committed to the local Church.
Classes are offered by semesters on Tuesday evenings and deliberately build
community among students that strengthens the local unity and witness of
Christ's church. For more info visit madisonseminary.org.

Sunday Flowers
This week’s flowers are given by Judy Von Bergen in celebration of family!



LEARNING GO DI
LIVING GO D

Thank you for being here!

If you are a visitor today, please stop by our Welcome Center just outside the sanctuary
in the gathering space where you can pick up more information about the church and
chat with a member.

Masks are optional when in the building. Please be respectful of those who choose to wear a mask.
Masks and hand sanitizer are available at the Welcome Center.

Email: info@covenantmadison.org | Phone: (608) 233-6297

Worship

9:30am Summer Worship
During the summer, there is one service, varying between being piano-led and
organ-led. We return to two services (9:00am & 11:00am) on September 13.

Livestream available here: youtube.com/c/CovenantPresbyterianChurch.

Fellowship
10:45am Bradfield Café

Enjoy donuts, coffee, and fellowship.

Nursery Hours: 9:15-10:45am

Our professionally staffed nursery is available for children 3 years old and younger.
Follow the frogs from the Welcome Center to the nursery located in room C101.

Next Sunday
September 6, 2026 | 9:30am
Preaching: Charlie Berthoud | “Reclaiming Our Faith: The Call”
Text: Isaiah 6:1-8
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» Announcemenis

General Announcements

Adult Education Book Talk - Today at 10:45am in Bradfield Hall

Come for a conversation around Angela Denker’s book, Red State Christians: A
Journey into White Christian Nationalism and the Wreckage It Leaves Behind.
We'll discuss Denker’s book before she comes as our guest speaker on September 13.

Congregational Meeting - Sunday, September 6 at 10:30am

The Session has called for a congregational meeting on Sunday, September 6 at
10:30am in the sanctuary. The purpose of this meeting is to elect three elders and
four deacons for three-year terms, in the class of 2029, and one deacon to a one-year
term, in the class of 2027, for a deacon that moved out of state. The nominees are as
follows:

ELDERS: Mollie Moore, Scott Sanders, & Chris Gomez Schmidt for three-year terms.
DEACONS: Valencia Bennett, Rosemary Jones, Mike Jordan, Andrew Schwartz for
three-year terms. Sherry Hershberger for a one-year term.

Sign-Up for Your Fall Small Group

This fall in small groups we will explore “The Prophets Still Speak” for six weeks
beginning September 13. A variety of group sizes, meeting times, and formats are
available. Learn more by visiting the sign-up table in the narthex (gathering space
outside of the sanctuary).



Children’s Ministries

Kaleidoscope Kids - 9:30am

Kaleidoscope Kids teaches children about parts of the worship service and meets
every Sunday during 9:30am worship immediately following Children’s Time.
Kaleidoscope Kids is for children 3 years old through 1st grade.

Parents and children check out the Family Worship Bags and Children’s Bibles
from the narthex.

Wiggles & Giggles: Our Lounge is connected to our sanctuary and is available to
let your or your young one’s wiggles and giggles out while still participating in
worship. Take advantage if you would like.

Visit covenantmadison.org/ children for more info on Children’s Ministries at Covenant.

Parking Lot Project Update

There will be a fair amount of parking available in the lot today and this week,
including the areas with permeable pavement bricks that can be parked on. There
are currently no painted designated parking stalls. The front door and drop-off
area will be open. Thank you for your patience during this time.

Safety Reminders:

e Due to some delays in the project, we have small gaps between the pavement
and many curbs. Please be very careful walking in the parking lot.

o There is very little outdoor lighting currently, so please use extra caution
during evenings as you walk from the building to your vehicle.


http://www.covenantmadison.org/children

Upcoming Events

First Wednesdays Potluck - Wednesday, September 2, 12:00pm
Bring a dish to share and come to our monthly potluck! Beverages are provided.

This month, Jo Mahnke, our new Church Administrator, will share a bit about
herself.

Caregivers’ Support Group Starts September 9

A Caregivers Support Group is launching this fall. Our first gathering is
Wednesday, September 9 at 10 a.m. here at church. The group will continue to meet
at the church on the second Wednesday of the month from 10 - 11am. It will be a
gathering time for caregivers of all sorts including primary and congregational
caregivers. Any question please contact Pastor Jess.

Regular Worship Schedule and Sunday School Resumes - Sunday, September 13
On Sunday, September 13, Covenant will resume two worship services on Sunday
mornings, a 9:00am piano-led and 11:00am organ-led worship service along with the
kick-off of the Sunday School program year at 10:00am.

Guest Author SUN
Rev. Angela Denker [Bidal

WORSHIP 9:00am & 11:00am 1 3
Peace, But First, Truth

ADULT EDUCATION 10:00-10:50am
Christian Nationalism, Violent Masculinity, and the Rise of
Online Radicalization

LIGHT LUNCH & CONVERSATION 12:15-1:15pm
Ways to Push Back as a Community Against Christian
Nationalism and Violent Masculinity




Covenant Staff and Officers

Charlie Berthoud, Pastor/Head of Staff

Megan Berry, Pastor for Children,
Youth & Families

Jess Scholten, Pastor for Mission,
Spiritual Growth & Care

Melissa Hinz, Minister of Music &
Pastoral Care

Megan Angriawan, Assistant Music
Coordinator

Arlene Kennedy, Children’s Music
Director

Doug McNeel, Organist

Jo Mahnke, Church Administrator

Janet Cresson, Financial Coordinator

Ann Perry, Administrative Assistant

Vicki Alexander, Nursery Supervisor

Eileen Durand, Anne Lawrence,
Nursery Assistants

Jay Petrie, Livestream Operator

Mary Kieta, Sunday Host

Rodrigo Morales, Custodian

Rick Bartz, Maintenance Assistant

DEACONS

Class of 2026
Ann Larget
Cara Cavin
Randy Holveck
Chan Sommers

Class of 2027
Jane Bertram
Melissa Hardy
Cornelia Hempe
Art Kanitz

Class of 2028
Shawn Conley
Raleigh Jones
Janice Walden
Pat Wilker

ELDERS/SESSION

Class of 2026
Barb Eikenberry
Skye Doney
Jane Kolakowski

Class of 2027
Tom Hershberger
Rhonda Rohn
JR Schmidt

Class of 2028
Brad Brown
Betsy Erickson
Tim Smeeding

Clerk of Session
Laurie Jones

COVENANT IS A MATTHEW 25 CHURCH

In accepting the PC(USA)’s Matthew 25 invitation, we commit ourselves to the
work of dismantling structural racism, eradicating systemic poverty, and building
congregational vitality. In everything we do—worship, education, mission,
fellowship —we think about how we love God through loving our neighbor.

Covenant Presbyterian Church

326 S. Segoe Road
Madison, WI 53705
(608) 233-6297

M-TH 9-4

info@covenantmadison.org
covenantmadison.org
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