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Covenant| |Presbyterian Church

Learning God's Love. Living God's Love.
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Mission Statement:

Claimed and humbled by God's grace, we are disciples
journeying in covenant with God and one another. Our
disciple-forming community is called to worship and pray
together; to cultivate deep and nurturing reciprocal
relationships; to minister faithfully in our daily lives; and to
warmly welcome all into our fellowship as we seek a Christ-
centered life. We cannot journey alone; we need one another.
Together, with hearts, minds, and arms wide open, we reach
out to others in love.
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Pastor/Head of Staff Pastor Charlie Berthoud

If I had to summarize 2025 in three words, | would go with FOUNDATIONS, CONNECTIONS,
and GRATITUDE.

FOUNDATIONS Every time we gather for worship or Sunday school or small group study or
devotional reading, we are strengthening our foundations of faith. We very intentionally did

that this fall with our sermon series based on the theological statements of our church in The
Book of Confessions.

i | = % | | L = L(J_.i | At the same time, we made plans to strengthen our physical
UNDAT'ONS 1= L foundation in the parking lot with a parking lot engineering
=== : | design study and launching a capital campaign for the project,
_ with an estimated cost of $775,000.

- Previous generations laid a good foundation for us, and this is

SaT e e T our chance to do the same for future generations.

CONNECTIONS Our weekly email is called CONNECTIONS.
Several times a month we have CONNECT events with the
recognition that many people feel disconnected from each other
and from God. |l &m grateful for
lucks and fourth Sunday spiritual strolls.

| was glad to travel to Guatemala in February to strengthen our
connections there, and | was glad to officiate at three Covenant
weddings this fall, to help couples connect to each other and to
God.

— Gm gl ad to serve a ch-taditohalsehat af
THE GOSPEI.{%LE Sermon Series] LI themes., such as our Gospel on quadway series this past
" BROADWAY summer, which helped us make connections between popular
| culture and our faith.

June 29: Hamilton July 20: Les Misérables

July 6: The Outsiders _July27: Dear Evan Hansen
July13: tick tick..BOOM August 3: Wicked

GRATITUDE | give thanks to God on a regular basis for Covenant
Presbyterian Church and for the privilege of serving here.




We have a tremendous staff, with a wide variety of gifts and lots of pas-
sion to serve God. They make my work and life better. Thank you.

We have tremendous volunteers, who he
in a wide variety of ways. This year,
" Building and Grounds team, for all their work around the building, es-

pecially with the new lighting and the parking lot project.

|l 6m grateful for our partners

tep
tary School, which will reach 10 years in early 2026. With
monthly fruit, school suppl i eshk mo
ministry.
Il dm grateful for the generosi ti& s gat
diligent spending of leadership, which has allowed us to over- ’
come a projected $62,000 deficit on our annual budget of al-
most $1.2 million.
I dm grateful for a congregation rai
complex issues of racism, poverty, and political chaos, as we seek faithful, Christ  -like ways of
responding, seeking first Godds kingdom.
One more word fortheyearis PRAYER. |1 dm gl ad to be in a church
season prayers for wisdom and courage, and that prays for and cares for each other so well.
After almost 13 (lucky!) years, | remain tremendously grateful for the privilege to be Pastor/
Head of Staff, and to be part of such a caring, vibrant, and faithful community. | pray that God
guide us and |l ead us in 2026 to keep | earning ab

every day.

Respectfully submitted,
Charlie Berthoud
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Pastor Pastor Megan Berry
for Children, Youth & Families

2025 was such a wonderful year of ministry with you all! Our children's and youth programs are

vibrant and full of excitement and great learning opportunities. We continue to try new things

whil e holding onto beloved traditions and ulti ma
together!

Here are some of our highlights from the year!
Children & Family Ministries

Our Childrends Choir put ohheredontloetGble on Mayx k8 @rddrthen t mu
amazing direction of our childrends choir direct
musical all spring and learned a lot about the parables of Jesus along the way!

This year, we hosted Vacation Bible Camp (VBC) at Covenant and had a fantastic time! Along-
side Bethany United Methodist, we learned about how to be good friends to each other, to care
for our neighbors, and to help the community around us.

In October, we ventured out to Treinen Farms for
sdmores, a corn maze, an|_
great time of fellowship and laughter with families .
of all ages and a great way to gear up for fall to-
gether.

Sunday School

For Heifer Sunday in February, the kids did an ex-
cellent job engaging with those of all ages for some
fun games and music opportunities to help raise
money for Heifer International. Some classrooms made signs about their particular animal and
how Heifer uses that animal to help with food insecurity, and others had prepped interesting
games for people to play and donate money to Heifer with. We raised $4,261.41 this past year!

We kicked off our latest program year on September 7
with a presentation of 1st and 4th grade Bibles in worship
and our first Sunday school class of the year at 10am! We
have 4 classrooms this year: PreK -Kindergarten, 1st -3rd
grade, 4th -5th grade, and our middle schoolers (6th -8th
grade). They have been learning how to use their Bibles
(where the table of contents is, what the old testament is
versus the new testament), and working on some fun na-
tivity stained glass to take home!




Youth Connections

Youth Connections continues to be a great time of fellowship and learning with our middle and
high schoolers. We are continuing the (new) tradition of lock  -ins in the spring and fall and find-
ing a rhythm with our summer trips.

This summer, 2 of our high schoolers went to Presby-
terian Youth Triennium. This is a high school retreat
that happens every 3 years and was recently hosted
in Louisville KY. We met up with other high school-
ers from Winnebago & Milwaukee Presbytery to
make the drive and have small group time with. This
was a great time to meet other Presbyterians here in
WI but also all around the country.

For the Fall, we have started 2 new monthly opportu-
nities: Service Saturdays & Wacky Wednesdays.
These are extra monthly opportunities for the youth i
to engage in a mission activity in Madison and fellowship time outside of what we do in weekly

Youth Connections. So far
with the NAMI wal k, hel pe
a Bagd6é kits for our food
% night and a game night.

'y sndedhandr
«ns-zw.zvj‘t

= Our youth are building strong relationships

¥ with each other, but also with others within

i the church and greater Madison area as we

k. engage in these mission and fellowship activi-

ties together. 1 t0s a hug
this work with them.

Confirmation

In April, we confirmed 5 of our youth as new members of the church. It was a joyous day to wel-
come them and hear about their faith journeys in worship.

In September, we started another round of Confirmation class with five of our 9th graders. This

year, weoOre trying something new by pairing each
gregation who agrees to walk on this journey with them. It has been a joy to work with these

9t h graders and their mentors so far. I cannot w
2026!

2025 was a fantastic year of ministry together, | cannot wait to see what 2026 has in store for
the amazing kids and youth of our church.

Respectfully submitted,
Megan Berry



Pastor Pastor Jess Scholten
for Mission, Spiritual Growth & Care

Dear friends in Christ &

| continue to be blessed to serve as your associate pastor for mission, spiritual growth, and care.
Looking at photos from our recent Advent event with tall people on ladders and all ages working
to decorate the church reminds me of how wedre a

Christ!

Mission highlights among many, many exciting things happening:

The Mission Committee  continues to focus on food scarcity and hunger issues for this year
and next year, a priority in these challengin

Our Awaken Dane group with the focus of building trust with our neighbors, becoming deep
students of our neighborhoods, and moving into collaborative loving action, continues to
meet and hopes to launch some congregation -wide learning about being better neighbors
in 2026.

In February, we had a greattripto  Guatemala where we heard from scholarship recipients
and celebrated two vibrant church partnerships.

Spiritual Growth highlights:

Small Groups: many of our small
groups have elected to meet continu-
ously once a-smarstoh
for small groups, fostering deeper re-
lationships and growth in faith. We
hope for a few more to start up for
our Epistle study post -Easter in
April and May. Join in!

Great Adult Ed:  our Adult Ed team is
phenomenal & from congregation
members teaching to community e
leaders, we have had some amazing speakers 6dondt mi ss out on this

Leadership Institute: A group of us attended this annual conference to learn and grow
about | eadership in Christds church in everyt
ministries to administration and mission.



Care highlights:

Connect Events : our deacons are taking the call to congregational vitality seriously with
deepening fellowship events creating great conversations over strolls, activities, and pot-
lucks, while providing great ways for visitors and new members to connect as well. Thank
you!

Caring for Families and Young
Adults: Our under -40 crowd
met a few times this year, and
we have plans for 2026, and our
families with young children
met monthly for fellowship, sup-
port, and community.

Congregational Care and Pray-
er . Between deacon cards, pas-
toral visits, and prayer lists, we
want you to know that you, a
beloved child of God, are not
alone.

On a personal note, | certified as a spiritual director this year and continue to weave spiritual
practices into ministry here at Covenant (back of the prayer list, worship services, in conversa-
tions and small groups). Candt wait to see what

Respectfully submitted,
Jess Scholten




Music Ministries Melissa Hinz

oWhen in our music God is glorified, and adorat.
though the whole creation cried: Alleluial!/do (hym

Covenant continues to be blessed
by the many contributions of Cove-
nant members, staff and friends as
we gather to sing, ring, and play
music together. Music serves to
bring us together in time and space
to offer connection, to listen to each
other, to find a sense of belonging,
to inspire, to sense
to celebrate, to challenge, to

praise. Music draws us together as
children of God and moves us to re-
spond to the nudges of the Holy
Spirit as we seek to love God and
love our neighbor.

Our weekly worship services continue to follow the 9am piano  -led worship and 11am organ -led
worship schedule during the calendar year, with one 9:30am worship service during the summer
months. Throughout the year, we had special services at other times on Ash Wednesday, Weekly
Lenten Wednesdays, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday,

Blue Christmas and Christmas Eve. Lenten Wednesday ser-
vices were held in Bradfield Hall while the Blue Christmas
service was held in the narthex.

We continue to livestream most of our services

on YouTube and we are grateful for the skills of Jay Petrie,
our livestream technician. Also noteworthy this year is
the upgrade of our aging sanctuary lighting system which
has improved the capabilities of lighting in the sanctuary.

We celebrated Transfiguration Sunday, the last Sunday be-
fore the beginning of Lent, with our annual Jazz Sunday as
we welcomed a jazz trio to lead our worship music. The fol-
lowing week we welcomed Titular organist from Notre Dame in Paris, Olivier Latry, as he pre-

sented a concert featuring our Schoenstein organ. It was open to the  public, and we had over 200
people in attendance. A special thank you to GMB, Doug McNeel and  Anne Lawrence for

their assistance in making that concert possible. Other Sundays with  special music included
Easter with brass, the Childrends musical i n May
days with a High School Instrumental Ensemble, and a collaborative All Saints Day afternoon

concert with Westminster Presbyterian Church and Covenant musicians participating.

Our 9:00am service continues to be led by Megan Angriawan on piano. Megan chooses music and
leads the New Day Ensemble (NDE) as they share special music in worship most weeks. Vocalist
Ben Lewandowski served from September 2024 & May 2025 as the 9am vocalist, singing with the
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