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Geography quiz. Who knows where this is? It’s Boston, more specifically it’s Boston Common.  I grew up 
in New England where many towns have “the commons.” . Boston Common is probably the best known.  

 
The commons were established back in the colonial era as a 
shared space, mostly for animal pasture, but also for public 
speaking and for defense purposes.  
 
Many of those spaces have remained as shared public spaces 
for recreation and beauty, and perhaps we have a deep societal 
longing for more commons.  
 

I was reminded of how important the common good is in the origins of our country from my book group’s 
latest endeavor, a 70 page book called The Greatest Sentence Ever Written, by Walter Isaacson. The 
sentence in question is the second sentence of the Declaration of Independence which was signed 
almost 250 years ago.  
 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Happiness. 
 

While I do not believe the United States was founded as a 
“Christian” nation, nor should it be, I do recognize that many 
Christians were instrumental in our founding.  
 
Influential Puritan pastor Cotton Mather recognized the 
Christian’s responsibility to work for the common good, writing, 
 

“What good may I do in the world today?” 
 

He argued in a collection of reflections called Essays to Do Good that people could best serve God by 
creating institutions that serve the common good.  
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Finding ways to serve the common good is one way to understand and celebrate Pentecost.  
 
Pentecost is when the Holy Spirit of God came, after the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus. 
With Jesus no longer physically present, the Holy Spirit came to continue the work he began.  
 
Prior to his ascension and his physical departure, Jesus had told the disciples that the Spirit was coming 
and he said, “you will be my witnesses.” 
 
Being a witness means reflecting and continuing what Jesus started and it means doing what Jesus 
taught, which overall meant serving the common good:   
 

• Love your neighbors 
• Seek first the kingdom of God 
• You give them something to eat 

 
In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul makes the explicit connection of the Holy Spirit with the common good, arguing 
that the church is like the human body, with many different parts working together for a shared purpose. 
 
Listen for God’s word from 1 Corinthians 12, from the Common English Bible. 
 

“There are different spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; and there are different ministries and the same 
Lord; and there are different activities but the same God who produces all of them in everyone. A 
demonstration of the Spirit is given to each person for the common good.  
 
A word of wisdom is given by the Spirit to one person, a word of knowledge to another according to 
the same Spirit, faith to still another by the same Spirit, gifts of healing to another in the one Spirit, 
performance of miracles to another, prophecy to another, the ability to tell spirits apart to another, 
different kinds of tongues to another, and the interpretation of the tongues to another.  
 
All these things are produced by the one and same Spirit who gives what he wants to each person. 
Christ is just like the human body—a body is a unit and has many parts; and all the parts of the body 
are one body, even though there are many. We were all baptized by one Spirit into one body, whether 
Jew or Greek, or slave or free, and we all were given one Spirit to drink. Certainly the body isn’t one 
part but many.” 
 

Paul makes it clear that the Spirit has come not simply for us as individuals, but rather for the common 
good.  
 
It’s tempting for us as Christians to just think about ourselves, but authentic Christian faith is relational.  
 
The Common English Bible translation of the key verse says: A demonstration of the Spirit is given to 
each person for the common good. 
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The Message puts it a little differently: Each person is given something to do that shows who God is: 
Everyone gets in on it, everyone benefits.  
 
The point is that we all have different gifts which are meant to be used for the common good, to continue 
the ministry of Jesus, of working toward the kingdom, of making the world a better place.  
 
With the hope that you’ll think about what gifts God has given you, I want to share some examples of gifts 
of the Spirit, given to continue the work of Jesus. 
 
Wisdom 
How many people have been inspired by the teaching of Jesus to start schools in this country and around 
the world? How many people have made education a career, to serve the common good?  
 
Healing 
Think of how many hospitals were founded by churches and how many Christians have done medical 
mission work. Think of how many people were inspired to go into health care to serve the common good.  
 
Music 
From Handel’s Messiah to Amazing Grace to “Here I Am, Lord”, countless  songs have been written and 
sung to the glory of God. Think of how many millions and billions of time people have been inspired by the 
gift of music.  
 
Compassion 
Think of all the times Christians have prayed for cried with people who are struggling, provided meals and 
hugs for people who are grieving, written notes and sent texts to people who are lost and lonely.  
 
Courage 
From Christians facing persecution in Rome to Christians fighting for equal rights in our country, millions 
of faithful people have used the gift of courage to try to make this world a better place.  
 
That’s five, and I know many people here have those gifts. In Galatians 5, we learn about what is called 
the fruit of the Spirit, with another listing of gifts that develop in us when we live as God’s people. 
 

 the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control.  
 

There are many gifts and we all have some, but I think we may have not always connected the dots, that 
these are gifts of God.   
 
I’m hoping we can connect the dots a bit today.  
 
Last week in our children’s musical, we were asked what our favorite hymns and church songs are.  
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This week the question is “what’s your gift of the Spirit that you can use for the common good?” 
 
I’d like us all to think for a minute of how we’d fill in the blank: 
 
To serve the common good, I believe God has given me the gift of _____ 

 
It’s not bragging, if it’s true. It’s self awareness. We all have a gift to share.  
 
For me, to serve the common good, I believe God has given me the gift of pastoring.  
 
How would you fill in the blank for you?  
 
I’ve asked a few Covenant members to share how they would fill in the blanks 

• Lori Conley 
• John Guequierre 
• Steve Whayland 

To close today, I’d like us to have our own little Pentecost experience, with a variety of voices and a 
commitment to the common good. I’d like you all to think about a gift you have, maybe kindness, or 
listening, passion for justice, or generosity, or wisdom. If you can’t think of anything then maybe you have 
the gift of humility.  
 
Together I’d like us to claim our gifts out loud, by saying the sentence together and we all fill in the blank, 
out loud, at the same time. A cacophony of gifts to serve the common good. Please join me:  
 
To serve the common good, I believe God has given me the gift of _____ 
 
Happy Pentecost! 
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Let us pray.  
 
Thank you holy God for the gift of the Spirit who comes to teach us, comfort us, and inspire us, so that we 
can be witnesses for the love and justice and righteousness of Jesus Christ. Help us to keep discovering 
new ways to serve you and serve the common good, in this world that is so divided and so hurting Guide 
us in the path of love and justice and righteousness. In the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit we pray, 
amen.  
 
 
Affirmation of Faith—“A Brief Statement of Faith” 
 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
 everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage 
 to pray without ceasing,  
 to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,  
 to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,  
 to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
 and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 
 
Benediction Teresa of Avila 
Christ has no body but yours, 
No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 
Yours are the eyes with which he looks 
Compassion on this world, 
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good, 
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world. 
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, 
Yours are the eyes, you are his body. 
Christ has no body now but yours, 
No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 
Yours are the eyes with which he looks 
compassion on this world. 
Christ has no body now on earth but yours. 
 


