
on the journey together FEBRUARY 2023

Our Associate Pastor Nominating Committee has begun their work—

doing Bible study, getting acquainted, and learning the Presbyterian

system for seeking a pastor. To inform the work of the APNC, the Session

has approved a Mission Study, summarizing where we are as a church, and

a job description for the future AP. Please keep the Associate Pastor

Nominating Committee in your prayers: Brad Brown, Betsy Erickson, Bret

Larget, Brenda Moten, Carrie Sanders, TJ Sargent, and Jenny Von Bergen.  

 

As you may have heard, we have another transition. After just over a year

of working with Covenant children’s ministries (along with youth ministry

and mission work in the past several months), Jo Wiersema has sensed a

call to take on a part-time student pastor role at a nearby small church,

giving her the opportunity to preach weekly and lead the congregation,

while she continues in seminary. Her last Sunday at Covenant is February

19. Mark your calendar for Sunday February 12 from 10 to 11, when you can

offer best wishes to Jo in Bradfield, and have a piece of cake! She has been

a huge blessing in her time at Covenant, and we will miss her. She will

remain a member of Covenant, under care of John Knox Presbytery in the

process leading to ordination.  

 

With Jo’s last Sunday being February 19, we are excited that Kathy Mohs

will become our Interim Children’s Ministries Coordinator starting in

early February. Kathy grew up at Covenant as a participant in Sunday

School and youth group, so she knows our church culture well. She will be

helpful to us in this transition time. Read a note from Kathy on p. 5!

Bailey Green will continue to coordinate the Middle School ministry, and

Senior High advisors are continuing to work with our Senior High youth.

The Personnel Committee is working diligently on long-term staffing for

children’s and youth ministries.  

 

In the midst of this season of transition, we continue our Creation Care

series, we celebrate Heifer Sunday on February 5, we have our Annual

Meeting on February 19, and Ash Wednesday is February 22. We have an

Inquires’ class in March, and are making plans for Vacation Bible School

and summer trips. I remain grateful for the good spirit in our church. I

remain hopeful about the future. God is with us as we move forward.  

 

On the journey together,  

Charlie  

 

(608) 233-6297 
Hours: M-TH 9:00-4:00

F 9:00-12:00
info@covenantmadison.org 

326 South Segoe Rd,
Madison, WI 53705 
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Coming Up @ Covenant

Soul Sisters
Sunday, February 12, 7:00pm
Women of Covenant, you are invited to Soul Sisters! We meet at Covenant the 2nd

Sunday each month in person and on Zoom. Soul Sisters is a group for women,

members and nonmembers, to share fellowship and faith. If you would like to join

Soul Sisters, please contact Barb at barb.eikenberry@gmail.com or 608-333-9746.

 

Heifer Sunday
Sunday, February 5, 10:00am
Join us for our annual Heifer Celebration at Covenant Presbyterian Church!

Help the children of Covenant raise money for Heifer International by

gathering spare change around the house, write a check, or give online at

covenantmadison.org/give. Heifer International's mission is to end hunger

and poverty across the globe. 

Annual Meeting 
Sunday, February 19, 10:00am
The Session has called for the Annual Congregational Meeting on February 19 between services. The agenda

includes: 1) Approval of the 2022 Annual Report, 2) Approval of the terms of call for Pastor Charlie, 

3) Presentation of the 2023 Budget.

Celebration for Jo Wiersema
Sunday, February 12, 10:00am
Come offer your best wishes to Jo Wiersema in Bradfield Hall and have a piece

of cake! She has been a huge blessing in her time at Covenant as Children’s

Ministries Coordinator (and now Ministry Associate for Children, Family &

Youth), and we will miss her. She will remain a member of Covenant, under

care of John Knox Presbytery in the process leading to ordination.

CONNECT: Sledding Party
Sunday, February 19, 1:30-3:00pm
An event for all ages! Bring your sleds, saucers, snickerdoodles, or just yourself, to

enjoy the snowy hill at Garner Park! Hot cider, cocoa, and cookies will be provided,

and you can bring cookies to share if you want. If sledding is canceled due to weather

(or if there is not enough snow), we will have board games, cookies, and beverages at

church in Bradfield Hall. Contact Chris Turner with any questions.

Winter Blood Drive
Thursday, February 16, 12:00-5:00pm
Our Winter American Red Cross Blood Drive is approaching fast! "Donate now, and

donate often!" Visit redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code Covenantpresmadison

schedule a donation time, or call 1-800-RED-CROSS. All donors will receive a $10

Amazon gift card. Thank you for considering donating blood!

mailto:barb.eikenberry@gmail.com
https://www.covenantmadison.org/give
http://www.redcrossblood.org/
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Announcements

Coming Up @ Covenant (continued)

Spiritual Stroll
Sunday, February 26, 2:00pm 
Join us for a Spiritual Stroll on the 4th Sunday of the month at a different

trail/conservancy/state park. These strolls are part of a Covenant program called

CONNECT, a program of events sponsored by the deacons of Covenant with the

intention of fostering connection within the congregation and community.

Clementines for Glenn Stephens
We are collecting clementines in February! The Mission Committee collects fresh

fruit for Glenn Stephens Elementary School so every student has a healthy snack. If

you would like to join in this fruit collection, please bring a bag (or two) of

clementines to the gathering space at church on February 5. Thank you!

 

We Belong to God: A Series about Life and Death
Jesus promises abundant life in John 10:10, and Jesus also faces the reality of

death in his ministry. During Lent, Christians follow Jesus to Jerusalem,

where he faces death on the cross. We know that death is real, and we have

faith that death isn’t the final word, as people of resurrection hope. In this

series (in sermons and in Christian education), we will focus on how we

prepare ourselves and loved ones for the eventuality of death and how we

can live a more abundant, God-filled life. This series begins February 26.

Ash Wednesday Supper Service
Wednesday, February 22, 6:00pm
You are invited to a family-friendly supper and worship service on Ash

Wednesday. We will gather in Bradfield Hall, savor a Baked Potato Bar (with

lots of yummy toppings!) for supper, and enjoy the fellowship as we begin

our Lenten Journey together, remembering that in life and in death, we

belong to God! The supper-service will last about one hour. No reservations

are necessary, and all are welcome!

Lenten Potluck
Wednesday, March 1, 12:00pm
All who are available are invited to good ol' fashioned potluck! This mid-week gathering will give us an

opportunity to connect and catch up. Feel free to cook up a storm at home, pick up something at your

favorite grocery store, or stop at your favorite restaurant for a carry-out dish to share. Beverages, plates, and

utensils will be provided. Feel free to bring a friend as we enjoy a time of good food and warm fellowship!



Happy Birthday! Worship Schedule

Joys, Concerns & Prayers

Unless otherwise noted, services are offered at 

9:00am & 11:00am in person and on YouTube.
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Sunday, February 5
Heifer Sunday  |  Holy Communion

(Please have bread/juice available if worshipping from home)

Charlie Berthoud ǀ "All God's Critters" | Job 12:7-10

 

Sunday, February 12
Guest Preacher: Fletcher Harper

"Out of the Pews, into the Streets for the Earth"

Psalm 24

*If we missed your birthday, we apologize! 

Please contact the church office and we’ll add yours for

next year. Thank you for understanding!

Prayers continue for the following Covenant families

and friends mourning these loved ones:  

 

Bob Richardson, brother of Kathryn Richardson 

and Janet Rich

John Schneiter, father of Ann Hutchison

Joe Long, brother of Jim Long

Beth Steffen, friend of Rosemary Jones

Barbara Besadny, Covenant member

Jean Hastings, Covenant member

Rev. Bette Duff, former Associate Pastor at Covenant

 

February 1

Emily Bridwell

Corinne Hollar

Marge Resan

 

February 2

Peggy Bugg

Janna Doney

 

February 3

Chris Locher

 

February 4

Dave Athas

Dan Danahy

Patricia Herrling

Kathy Wendorff

 

February 5

Gretchen Bauer

Estella Peterson

 

February 7

Lisa Davis

Bob Roden

Nathan Sorensen

 

February 9

Barb Danahy

Tommy Stadler

 

February 10

Melissa Schmidt

 

February 11

Lesley Galway

 

February 12

Brad McDowell

Andrew Qastin

Jan Schuster

Ellen Sperling

 

February 14

Arlene Kennedy

 

February 16

Dave Griffith

Ellen Houston

 

 

Gwen Long

Danealle Parchment

 

February 17

Rick Nuernberg

 

February 18

Emily Lanphear

Tom Ragatz

 

February 19

Betsy Erickson

Henry Marley

 

February 20

Lauren Kures

Jacob Larget

 

February 21

Laurie Jones

 

February 22

Jim Goetz

 

February 23

Valencia Bennett-

Parchment

Heidi Schalch

Tom Schuster

 

February 24

Davis Hardy

Bob Pearson

Floyd Stautz

 

February 26

Russ McMillan

Mary Zoroufy

 

February 27

Matt Gilles

Derek Handley

 

February 28

Ken Joosse

Virgil Landry

Melissa Olmstead

Sunday, February 19
Transfiguration Sunday | Jazz Sunday
Charlie Berthoud | "On the Mountain"

Matthew 17:1-9, Isaiah 25:6-9

 

Wednesday, February 22, 6:00pm
Ash Wednesday Supper Service (Lent begins)

 

Sunday, February 26
We Belong to God Lenten Series begins

Charlie Berthoud ǀ "You are Dust" | Genesis 3:19

http://www.youtube.com/c/covenantpresbyterianchurch


Library Corner
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Children's Ministries Youth Connection

 

Book Review: Blood Brothers
Written by Elias Chacour | Reviewed by Mary Zoroufy

Middle School (MSYC) 
Saturday, February 4, 2-4pm - Mini Golfing (Vitense)

February 5 - NO MSYC (Heifer)

February 12 - NO MSYC (Super Bowl)

February 19 - MSYC resumes (Sundays 4:30-5:30pm)

 

High School (HSYC)
Sunday, February 19 - Worship at Pres House

We'll gather at Pres House to worship together with 

the Pres House community at 4:30pm and eat dinner

afterward. Parents can plan to pick up children at  

Pres House at 6:15pm.

 

Youth Connection is designed to give youth the opportunity to

become connected to Christ through participation in a wide

variety of activities, like our Sunday gatherings, overnight

retreats, local mission opportunities, and summer trips.

Involvement is open to members and non-members alike.

 

Visit covenantmadison.org/youth for more info, or contact the

church office. 

Elias Chacour and his family were living an idyllic life as Palestinian Christians in the same village in which

his family had lived peacefully with Jewish neighbors for many generations. He could trace his family back

to the early Christians in that village. At a very young age Elias learned from his father and mother to love

everyone, the land and all who shared it, with stories of Jesus walking that very land. He also learned that

love and forgiveness were important for a peaceful life. His father planted and tended his fig trees treating

them like his children.

Read more: covenantmadison.org/post/blood-brothers

Sunday School
Sundays from 10:00-10:55am
(3 years old through 8th grade)

 

Kaleidoscope Kids
(3 years old through 2nd grade)

Kaleidoscope Kids meets during worship following

Children's Time (9am only), and includes Bible stories

from the Hebrew Bible and New Testament in

addition to stories about Christian tradition.

 

Sunday Worship
On Sunday mornings, we invite families into worship!

For your convenience, we offer Family Worship Bags,

a selection of Children’s Bibles to read during the

service, and a Children’s Time that explains the

morning’s scripture lesson. Our Nursery is open from

8:45-12:15 for children ages 3 and under. 

 

Visit covenantmadison.org/children for more information or

contact Kathy Mohs at kmohs@covenantmadison.org.

Kathy is thrilled to be back at Covenant, fulfilling the role of Interim Children’s Ministries

Coordinator! She has sung at Covenant numerous times and has had positions at various other

churches as well. Kathy was most recently the Assistant Music Director at Christ Lutheran Church in

Stoughton. She is a voice and piano teacher as well. Kathy taught at the Stoughton Center for the Arts

for 17 years and is now at the Monroe Street Arts Center as a voice and piano teacher as well as a

Certified Music Together teacher. Kathy and her husband Omar Lopez have one son Micah, who is in

2nd grade at Anana Elementary. 

Introduction from Kathy Mohs

http://www.covenantmadison.org/youth
https://www.covenantmadison.org/post/blood-brothers
http://www.covenantmadison.org/children
mailto:kmohs@covenantmadison.org
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Interested in joining the Adult Ed Committee at Covenant? We meet virtually once a month on the 2nd

Tuesday. Contact Melissa Hardy at melissahhardy@gmail.com if you are interested or to learn more.

 

Visit covenantmadison.org/adult for more information about Adult Education at Covenant.

All classes meet Sundays at 10:00am in Bradfield Hall and on Zoom at us02web.zoom.us/j/89540028471.

Adult Education

Sunday, February 5
NO CLASS (Heifer International Celebration)

Sunday, February 12
"Love Now: Public Action to Keep Fossil Fuels in the Ground" - Fletcher Harper (GreenFaith)
More and more people of different religious backgrounds are deeply concerned about climate change,

overwhelmed, or uncertain what they should do in response. Fletcher will share stories about how

GreenFaith works with diverse religious communities around the world, helping them put their belief into

action for the Earth. He'll also offer ideas about how Covenant can get involved.

Sunday, February 19
NO CLASS (Annual Meeting)

Sunday, February 26
"Planning for Disability and Death: Easing the Transition" - Christine Barden
Covenant member Christine Barden, Shareholder in the Trusts & Estates department of the Reinhart Law

Firm, will discuss the importance of planning for your disability and death, including an overview of the key

documents involved in such a plan, and suggestions for communicating with family regarding the same.

 

Midweek Lenten Taize Services

During the upcoming liturgical season of Lent, Westminster Presbyterian Church and Covenant

Presbyterian Churches are pleased to join together each Wednesday evening at 6:30pm for a short mid-week

service of scripture, song, and prayer in the spirit of Taize. This service will alternate locations, as follows: 

March 1, 15, 29  Covenant Presbyterian Church 

March 8, 22  Westminster Presbyterian Church (4100 Nakoma Road)

Please consider adding this mid-week worship service to your Lenten discipline this season. The service will

not be livestreamed or recorded for later viewing. 

Brother Roger Schultz (1915-2005) was a Swiss reformed theologian. On Easter Day in 1949, Brother Roger

along with seven other Protestant brothers committed themselves to a life of prayer, simplicity, and service.

In doing so, the Taize Ecumenical Community was formed near the village of Taize in eastern France.

Through the decades, the community has grown in numbers and influence. Each week during the summer,

up to 4,000 youth from all over the world gather in prayer and service with the brothers at Taize. Today, the

music of Taize has found a place in the hymnody of many congregations, including the Presbyterian Church

USA (PCUSA). 

mailto:melissahhardy@gmail.com
http://www.covenantmadison.org/adult
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89540028471
https://greenfaith.org/
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Mission Spotlight

Covenant Presbyterian Church has been a supporter of TRH since its inception as 

the Interfaith Hospitality Network of the Madison Area, in 1999. Currently, the 

primary focus of TRH is finding stable, affordable housing for homeless families as 

quickly as possible. Following placement in housing, TRH offers support by means of initial financial support,

counseling on parenting, money management, finding jobs and keeping them, and all sorts of life skills that keep

families out of homelessness. Covenant provides financial support to TRH to continue its missions. We used to

provide food and volunteers for special gatherings or celebrations for the families but since COVID, this has not

been an active service.

The Mission Study, a document that provides information about Covenant to pastoral candidates and

guides the work of the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC) was approved. The position

description for the Associate Pastor was also approved. The APNC can begin their work once a

representative has been assigned by the Committee on Ministry of the John Knox Presbytery.

The budget for 2023 was approved. There were increases in the mission and local outreach budgets, as

well as adult education and personnel budgets. As a result, the 2023 budget will have a $3,484 deficit.

The full budget will be available in the Annual Reports and discussed at the Annual Meeting on

February 19.

The 2022 financials are not yet finalized, but a surplus of about $60,000 is expected. The 2022 budget

planned for a $36,800 deficit. Detailed information will be available in the Annual Report and at the

Annual Meeting on February 19.

Session officers were elected for 2023. Serving the Session in 2023 are Carol Philips as Corporate

President, Gordon Enderle as Treasurer, and Laurie Jones as Clerk of Session. Thanks for your service!

Covenant will serve as an emergency center for Queen of Peace school per the request of the Madison

Police Department to reconnect children with their parents in an emergency.

Your session met on the evening of January 24 for their first official meeting of the year. Here are the

highlights of their meeting:

The Session will do their best to serve Covenant with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love in the

coming year and appreciates your support and prayers. 

Session Report Laurie Jones, Clerk of Session

Thank you, Covenant! Visit covenantmadison.org/missions for more information on Missions at Covenant.

The Healing House (HH) is a project of JustDane (formerly Madison-area Urban Ministry). HH is an 8-bed

facility which houses families who are needing extra support following surgery of a family member, childbirth,

etc... It opened in 2019. The families can stay up to 28 days, 24/7, close to the hospital caring for the family

member. Covenant is part of a system of multiple churches, synagogues, and other groups that help by providing

evening meals for a week at a time for the families. We provide meals 4-5 weeks a year.  

If you are interested in learning more about The Road Home or the Healing House, or would like to get involved,

please contact Nan Schaefer.  Phone (608) 772-3399 or schaefer.nan@gmail.com.

http://www.covenantmadison.org/missions
mailto:schaefer.nan@gmail.com
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